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Christmas Lessons and Carols
First Sunday After Christmas

December 27, 2020

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful
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A BIDDING PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from
the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this
holy Child; and let us make our places glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over
all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and
especially in this country and within this city.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember
in his name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and
those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and
all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in
this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven. Amen.
The Officiant then continues
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE LESSONS

Lesson 1: Genesis 22:1-14

Lector, James Laney

"God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth
be blessed."
(A period of silent meditation will follow each lesson.)
Hymn: 54

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
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Lesson II: Isaiah 61: 10 – 62: 3

Lector, Linda Gerding

"A prophecy of the future of God's people."
Hymn: 66

"Come Thou Long Expected Jesus"

Lesson III: Isaiah 7:10-15

Lector, Bill Noone

"God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as 'God
with us.' "
Piano
"Lovely Child, Holy Child"
Voluntary:

Lesson IV: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7

Lector, Madison Arroyo

"Redemption of God's people through the coming of Christ."
Hymn: 81

"Lo, How a Rose e'er Blooming"
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Lesson V: St. Luke 2:1-20

Lector, Patti McGill

"Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds."
Hymn: 96

"Angels We Have Heard on High"
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Lesson VI: St. John 1:1-18

Lector, Barbara Wegener

"St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation."

Hymn: 87

"Hark the Herald Angels Sing"
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Peace
Leader
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.

PRAYER FOR ST. MATTHEW’S
Heavenly Father, pour down your Holy Spirit upon this Parish, and grant us a new
vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your
word, a new consecration to your service, so that, through our renewed witness,
your Holy Name may be glorified and your kingdom advanced; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Collect
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Concluding Sentence
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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Hymn 100: "Joy to the World"
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Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for a virtual coffee hour after the service!
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