
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

& 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocese of West Missouri 

9349 East 65th Street, Raytown, MO 64133 

Office: 816.353.4592 

Email: stmattsraytown@gmail.com 

Website: www.stmatthewsraytown.org 
 

The Rt. Rev. Diane M. Jardine Bruce, Bishop Provisional 

The Rev. William Jeff Hurst, Rector 

Sherry Minzey, Administrative Assistant, Remote 
Patti McGill, Music Director 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision & Mission 
 

Vision 

We are a community that seeks to serve Christ in all people through 

God’s forgiving love. 
 

Mission 

We are here: 

To offer sanctuary, acceptance and forgiveness 

To strengthen and encourage each other 

To advocate for and empower those in need, and 

To worship, pray and grow in Christ. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent & Christmas Eve 

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 

 
 

PRELUDE  

   
 

The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN   O come, O come, Emmanuel   H 56 

Words, Latin, 9th Century; Music, Thomas Helmore 

Verses 1-2 & 5-7 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them free. 

  

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE          S 96  

Setting from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Proulx 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 

him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born 

again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by 

your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same 

Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 

This morning we light all the candles. The fourth candle we light as the Angel's 

candle. We reflect on the Angel's song to the Shepherds, "Peace on earth; Good 

will toward men."  We also light the white candle which is the Christ candle as we 

exalt Jesus as the true light of the world that enlightens us all  

 

CONGREGATION: 

                   These candles are signs of our abundant hope, our just peace, our 

fierce joy, the love that transforms us, and Jesus Christ, our wondrous Light. 

May the Light burning in our hearts guide us, comfort us, protect us, and tend 

us in all seasons and circumstances, reminding us that day and night, in the 

light and in the darkness, God is with us. Our salvation has come! Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

A Reading from the Second book of Samuel. 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I 

am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to 
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the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 

  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 
6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 

Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 

word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 

people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 

therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I 

took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 

enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 

the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 

will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 

and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 
16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 

shall be established forever. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  
GRADUAL HYMN:   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  H 66 

Words, Charles Wesley; music, Stuttgart, adapt and harm.  

William Henry Havergal 
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PSALM: Psalm 96 

The People respond by half verse 

 

 1O sing to the LORD a new song; 

 sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

 tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 

 4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

 he is to be revered above all gods. 

 

 5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

 but the LORD made the heavens. 

 

 6Honor and majesty are before him; 

 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
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 8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

 

 9Worship the LORD in holy splendor; 

 tremble before him, all the earth. 

 

 10Say among the nations, "The LORD is king! 

 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 

 He will judge the peoples with equity." 

 

 11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 

 12let the field exult, and everything in it. 

 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

 

 13before the LORD; for he is coming, 

 for he is coming to judge the earth. 

 He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with his truth. 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 

A Reading from Paul's letter to Titus. 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN   The angel Gabriel from heaven came  H 265 

Words, Basque Carol; Music Gabtriel's Message, Edgar Pettman 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-7, 15-120 

 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
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manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), 24and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 

 29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

 according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

 and for glory to your people Israel." 
33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined 

for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce 

your own soul too." 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
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She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left the temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When 

the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of 

travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their 

relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him 

they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us 

like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 
49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must 

be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 
51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 

His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON   FR. JEFF HURST 

 

THE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

All sit. 
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Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop Diane, and all bishops, 

priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

  

We pray for our President Joseph, our Governor Michael, and all who govern and 

hold authority in the nations of the world;  

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

For those who are ill or for whom our prayers have been requested and those 

whose names are on our parish intercession list, and those whose names were 

added this week, and for those now mentioned by this congregation. 

 

We remember our police force, first responders, medical personnel and educators. 

That they would be effective in all their labors and service for our community  

 

Give to the departed eternal rest;  

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

We give thanks for those who celebrate birthdays this week, especially Letisha 

Arroyo and Brenda Hurst; and for those celebrating anniversaries. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 

Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we 

deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PARISH PRAYER 

In unison 

 

Heavenly Father, pour down your Holy Spirit upon this Parish, and grant us a new 

vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your 

Word, a new consecration to your service so that, through our renewed witness, 

your Holy Name may be glorified and your Kingdom advanced; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O Creator God, giver of every good gift, look graciously on us in the Diocese of 

West Missouri and guide us as we discern our call of a new bishop. O Jesus, be 

present in our discernment, and lead us to a shepherd who will invite us to live out 

the Gospel every day. O Holy Spirit, inspire us with your wisdom, and kindle our 

hearts with the fire of your love, that we may be renewed as we prepare to 

welcome the ministry of our next bishop. This we ask trusting in You. Amen." 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 
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and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   O come, all ye faithful    H 83 

Words and Music, John Francis Wade- Adeste Fideles  



19 

 

Verses 1-3 
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DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow  H 380 

Vs. 3                 Words, Issac Watts; music, Old 100th 

Choir will sing the Amen 
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Priest :  All things come of thee O Lord  

People :  And of thine own we have given thee.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

SURSUM CORDA 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make 

us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and 

great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 

his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

SANCTUS            S 130 

Setting from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Proulx 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM   Jesus, Lamb of God          S-164   

Setting from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Proulx 
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HUMBLE ACCESS 

In unison  

Celebrant and People 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,  

trusting in our own righteousness, 
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but in your abundant and great mercies.  

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under your table; 

but you are the same Lord 

whose character is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

Communion for those streaming.   

The bread of heaven. The cup of salvation. 

COMMUNION HYMN    The First Nowell   H 109 
 

Words, 18th Century English Carol; Music, English Carol, harm. John Stainer 

Verses 1-3 
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 Choir and Congregation:  Choir: "Peace, Peace, Peace on Earth/ Congregation 

join "Silent Night  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
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Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN      Joy to the world! the Lord is come      H 100 

Words, Isaac Watts, Music, George Frideric Handle 

Verses 1, 2 & 4    
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DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 
From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Merry Christmas 

Please join us in Parish Hall after the service for  

Christmas treats and drink. 
 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent & Christmas Eve 
This Week 

 
Sunday 2:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service  

 3:00 p.m. Christmas Reception 
 

Wednesday  Evening Prayer 

  Messenger/Calendar Deadline 

Sunday 

Dec. 31st                                      

  10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Coffee Hour  

 
 

Everyone Welcome! If you are a newcomer, please take a moment to sign the 

register sheet in the pad at the end of each pew, and be so kind as to give us your 

address and email. Please know you are most welcome to fully participate. Join us 

for Coffee Hour, and we hope you come again soon.  

 

Thank you to all who have donated to Christmas Memorial Flowers. To make 

sure everyone is included, names will be listed in the January Messenger.   

 

A change in the Altar Flowers or the Sanctuary Candle offering sign-up.  If 

you wish to offer either the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candle, please email Sherry, 

sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com  The candle contribution is $5.00 and the flower 

contribution is $35.00 per vase (please note change in price). Flowers at the altar 

are made possible only by your special contributions, as no Parish operating funds 

are used for this purpose. 

 

The individual intercessions for persons on the Parish Prayer List can be found on 

the Narthex table. You are invited to take a copy of this list for your own prayers 

during the week.  If you wish to submit a name to be included on the prayer list, 

please email Sherry at: sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com 

 

mailto:sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com
mailto:sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com

